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An Appraisal of Jesus.

Welcome to Bible Adventures. Help for today. Hope for tomorrow. Jesus is Lord of all.
A German family named their firstborn of seven children ‘Martin’. It was 1483 and the
father had worked hard to raise the status of his family from mining to small business. He
had high hopes that Martin would grow up to become a lawyer, so he sent him to a school
where he could only speak Latin. The career choices available to him were either in the
church or law.

Latin was the language of the educated people in that day and Martin struggled to learn it.
Once he was punished for speaking German in the school grounds. When people went to
church, the services were conducted entirely in Latin and so poor people couldn’t understand
a word of it.

Martin was progressing well in his studies towards becoming a lawyer when he went through
a religious crisis. Martin was caught in a severe thunderstorm and flung to the ground in
terror; at that moment, he vowed to become a monk if he survived. Naturally, neither his
father nor his friends were very pleased to see him enter a monastery just two weeks later.

Martin tried very hard to be a good monk and almost killed himself in the process. If anyone
could earn salvation from hell by being a devoted monk, Martin should have, but the longer
he stayed at the monastery, the less he liked it. One day while studying the New Testament
book of Romans, he read Chapter 1, Verse 17: “The just shall live by faith.” He sprang up
with greater happiness than he’d ever known. He had just understood a very important truth.

Martin realized that God freely gives forgiveness of sins and eternal life to all who believe in
His Son Jesus Christ, no matter what they’ve done or not done. What a relief this was for
him to know! It wasn’t his good works that earned him a place in heaven. It was God’s free
gift to anyone who trusted in Him and believed the message that Jesus’ death and
resurrection is what saves people from their sin. Martin Luther, for that was the man’s name,
felt as though the gates of heaven had just been opened to him. He was finally able to sense
God’s love after trying and trying to somehow to earn it.

Not too long after this, Martin discovered another monk selling special pieces of paper to
people. He claimed that if they bought his piece of paper, God would forgive their sins.
People actually bought the paper, believing that they could have God’s forgiveness if they
did so. Martin disagreed and tried to show the other monk his error, but he wouldn’t listen.

It was common practice for scholars to write down their positions on religious subjects and
tack them to the door of the local church. Martin wrote out 95 reasons against the wrong
practice he saw happening in the church and nailed this up to the church door. From this time
on, Martin wrote various articles that showed the inconsistencies he found between the Bible
and the church practices he saw people living under.

Ensuing debates occurred between Martin and the church. Martin wrote a number of further
articles which brought him into conflict with the powerful heads of the church in that day.
He was called upon to refute and deny that his writings were true but instead, heresy, before
the great leaders of the church. But Martin refused to do so. For his own safety, Martin fled
to a castle where he started translating the Bible from Latin into German. For the rest of his
life, Martin wrote and taught others to understand what the Bible says about who Jesus is. He
also left the monastery, got married and had six children.
Martin Luther said of his early conflicts with church officials: “Stubbornness should have
been my middle name.” Stubbornness can be a virtue but it can also be a cause of great loss.
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In today’s Bible Adventure drama, the high priest Caiaphas questioned the centurion who’d
been in charge of Jesus’ crucifixion about what he had seen and heard at the time of Jesus’
resurrection.

DRAMA - The Bible In Living Sound.

The stubbornness of Caiaphas to accept the truth that Jesus is the Son of God as shown in
this drama isn’t listed in the Scriptures. However, it wasn’t long before Jesus’ disciples were
teaching in the temple and Caiaphas stubbornly continued the same attitude against them and
their teachings, just as he had to Jesus Himself. It wasn’t that he didn’t know the truth;
rather, he wouldn’t accept the truth.

If we accept the truth that Jesus Christ died to save us from our sins, then we have to respond
in some way. The Scriptures say that even the demons believe in the Lord Jesus and they
tremble with fear. In the same way, everyone who has died on earth and has passed into the
next life, also believes in Jesus. But knowing Jesus personally in this life makes the big
difference on where we go after we die; for without Jesus’ forgiveness of their sin, all people
await judgement for whatever they have or haven’t done on earth.
With Jesus’ forgiveness, all our sins are washed away; He makes us holy and acceptable to
God His Father. Without Jesus’ forgiveness, we remain guilty before God with the same
result that hell and eternal separation from Him is the consequence.

Some people say they’re too busy to worry about spiritual things. They do many good things
to help others around them and think Jesus will be happy with their efforts. Little do they
realise that they can’t work their way to heaven. Doing good things does not take away the
stain or presence of sin. These people neglect caring for their own souls and the Bible warns
that they will pay a terrible price for doing so.
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So do nice people go to hell? Sadly, the answer is yes. The reason is simple – no one can go
to heaven unless they have repented from evil and asked Jesus to save them from their sin. If
Jesus’ teaching in the Bible is ignored throughout one’s life on earth, where else is left for
that person to go in the next life? There’s only hell. The speakers at funerals often suggest
that the dead person has now gone in heaven, despite the deceased being an opponent of all
things Christian during their lifetime. Saying such things might bring a degree of comfort to
crying relatives but it is deceivingly not the truth. Such false comfort gives the impression
that all people, regardless of how they’ve lived their lives, will go to heaven. But the Bible
doesn’t say this! The Bible goes as far as to say that not all those who call Jesus ‘Lord Lord’
will even go to heaven.
But God, in His mercy, wants to save people from His judgement. In John’s Gospel, Chapter
3, it says: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
In Ephesians, Chapter 2, it also says: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”
And in Romans, Chapter 10, it says: “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

These are just three verses among many, many more that make it very clear about how to be
saved from God’s judgement. A person goes to heaven because they believe in Jesus Christ’s
work to save them - not their own. Even a child can understand this!
In John’s Gospel, Chapter 14, Jesus told Thomas: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through Me.” It is Jesus who tells us the truth, as He is the
truth. Jesus cannot speak a lie and still be God. We must go through Him by faith or we
won't be accepted by God His Father at all.
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Some folk think they can live for the devil down here and then live for Jesus in heaven.
Where did such an idea come from?
Notice the answer in this passage of 1 Peter, Chapter 5:
"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour.” Satan, who is the devil, is described as a roaring lion and
most assuredly, he isn't going hungry!

Every day, people are dying; good and bad people alike are going to hell, because they were
swept along in all his lies. Satan says, "Live any way you want, there is no hell, your good
deeds will out-weigh your bad ones. Don’t worry about Jesus, for there are many ways to
God." This is all a lie. Only Jesus will tell you the truth. Satan is out to kill, deceive and
destroy people, God’s special creation, in the hope to hurt and wound God.

The drama is from The Bible In Living Sound.

< END OF SCRIPT >
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