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The Lord's Supper.

Welcome to Bible Adventures. Help for today. Hope for tomorrow. Jesus is Lord of all.
In Jesus’ time and often even today, a humble person was despised and considered a
weakling. But Jesus taught that a humble person is really the strong person spiritually. God
honours the humble person and resists the proud one. When Jesus said that no servant is
greater than his master, Jesus was warning His disciples that just as He had suffered abuse
and persecution, they too should expect the same kind of treatment from the world. But He
also encouraged them by saying that those who share in Christ’s sufferings on this earth will
also share in His future glory.
Jesus warned the disciples again that a close friend would betray Him. If He hadn’t told them
of this in advance, their faith would have completely shattered when they’d see Judas leading
soldiers to arrest Jesus. Jesus was troubled by Judas’ betrayal and soon revealed to the
disciples at the meal table that it would be one of their group of twelve. The disciples
thought Jesus meant that one of them would accidentally betray Him without realizing it.
Which made them question, “Who would it be?”

DRAMA - The Bible In Living Sound.
Although there are sections of Scripture that deal with the Lord’s Supper in Matthew,
Chapter 26, Mark, Chapter 14 and Luke, Chapter 22, the most detailed account is given in
John’s Gospel, Chapter 13.

Who would be the disciple to betray Jesus? Jesus knew from the beginning which one it
would be. The other disciples were distressed to think that someone from Jesus’ inner circle,
after years of training in His ways, would totally reject Him. It would have been one thing to
leave the group but quite another to try to destroy Jesus and His work.

The disciples asked who it would be. Jesus told them in advance that the betrayer was the
person to whom He gave a piece of bread dipped in sauce. Then He dipped it and handed it
to Judas. Judas received the piece of bread and left the meal immediately to rally up the
soldiers for Jesus’ arrest.

Knowing that His death was near, Jesus said that He was glorified and so was His heavenly
Father. Jesus would be praised and honoured because of His death and resurrection. The
resurrection was the sign that God had indeed glorified His Son. Naturally the disciples
weren’t too happy to hear Jesus was leaving them. Although it was Jesus’ time to die, it
wasn’t the right time for the disciples to die with Him. Their deaths would happen later.

Jesus had told the unbelieving Jews that they would look for Him but not find Him. But He
didn’t say this to His disciples. Those who don’t believe in Jesus in this life won’t find Jesus
in the next life; nor will they live with Jesus in heaven.

Jesus gave His 11 remaining disciples a new command to love one another. We’re to love
our Christian brothers and sisters as Jesus loved us. This love must be a visible love, so that
others can see by our love that we belong to Christ. People won’t know we’re Christ’s
disciples by our great works but rather, by our love for one another.
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How did Jesus love us? He gave His life for us and this is the extent we should love our
fellow believers. This is the meaning of true Christian fellowship. Living a life of love for
other Christians in particular, but also for our neighbours and our enemies, is a testimony of
Jesus’ love in our heart. However, if such a person hasn’t accepted Christ as their Lord, he or
she cannot have any part in such fellowship.

Peter said he would lay down his life for Jesus’ sake. But in reality, he wasn’t ready to die at
all. Jesus warned him that before the morning came, Peter will have denied Jesus three times.

Then to encourage the disciples (and us too), Jesus told them that He was going away to
prepare a place for them in heaven. They were to trust in Him even though He would soon be
killed like a despised criminal. Jesus gave them a promise that He would return for them and
take them to the place where He was in heaven.

Jesus also promised them that the Holy Spirit would be sent to them by God. Many of the
teachings Jesus gave the disciples didn’t make sense to them while He was with them. But
after Jesus’ death and ascension back to His Father in heaven, the Holy Spirit reminded the
disciples of Jesus’ words and actions and taught them the meanings as well. The Holy Spirit
does the same for us today. Even though we now have the New Testament of the Bible in
written form, we still need the help of the Holy Spirit to fully understand it and apply it to
our lives.
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The Holy Spirit is the chief guide and teacher of the church. But we must understand that the
Holy Spirit never contradicts or opposes the teaching of the Bible in any way. Any teaching
in churches that doesn’t agree with the Bible isn’t from the Holy Spirit. We’re told to test the
spirits in the first letter of John, Chapter 4, where it says: “Do not believe all who claim to
have the Spirit, but test them to find out if the spirit they have comes from God. For many
false prophets have gone out everywhere.” How can we test what we hear? John says further,
“Anyone who acknowledges that Jesus Christ came as a human being has the Spirit who
comes from God.”

Jesus left with His disciples His peace in their hearts. This peace isn’t the world’s type of
peace, which depends on outward circumstances. This is a false peace which doesn’t last. As
soon as any trial, sorrow or trouble comes, the world’s peace disappears. But Christ’s peace
is spiritual peace with God. Even though outer trials come, Christ’s peace remains in our
hearts and minds because His peace is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. We don’t need to
be troubled or afraid about the future.

While Jesus and His 11 disciples were eating the Passover meal, Jesus took a piece of bread,
gave a prayer of thanks for it, broke it and gave it to His disciples to eat. He said: “Take, eat;
this is My body.” In Luke, Chapter 22, it says, “This is My body given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.” With these words, Jesus established the first part of the ordinance
known as ‘The Lord’s Supper’ or ‘Communion’.

The bread was a symbol to represent Jesus’ body and presence. There was nothing mystical
or magical about it. Jesus had already said much earlier in His ministry that He was the
‘Bread of Life’.
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Just as our physical life is sustained by bread, so our spiritual life is sustained by Jesus’s life.
His body, just like the bread, was broken for us. He gave His body and therefore His life for
us. He came into the world to give His life as a perfect payment for the price of sins for all
who trust in Him and commit their lives entirely to Him. These people are redeemed and
made free of condemnation, punishment and dread. Sadly though, not everyone takes the free
gift of Jesus’ life to receive eternal life for themselves.
To symbolically ‘eat’ Jesus’ body means to share in His death; which means to die with
Him. Just as Christ was raised from the dead, we also should walk in newness of life and no
longer be slaves to sin.
After Jesus took the cup, He gave thanks and shared it among the disciples, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the
forgiveness of sins.” In Luke, Chapter 22, Jesus also said: “This cup is the new covenant in
My blood; which is poured out for you.”
The Old Covenant God made to be Israel’s God was for the Jewish people only but the New
Covenant Jesus provided for by giving up His own life was for all people everywhere
throughout the whole wide world since the time of Jesus.

After Jesus ascended back to heaven and the church was established, some churches quickly
lost the spirit of love between one another in their remembrance feasts for Jesus. The Apostle
Paul wrote to the Corinthian church in particular to help them sort out problems that were
dishonouring Jesus. Just as Jesus made the Passover meal part of The Lord’s Supper, and the
believers in the Corinthian church were doing the same, they had forgotten the real purpose
and meaning of partaking in The Lord’s Supper. Instead, they were meeting only to have a
good time and to eat to their fill.
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In 1 Corinthians, Chapter 11, Paul rebukes the unkind behaviour of some rich people who
wouldn’t share their food with poor people or even wait for them to arrive. This division was
causing great disunity in the Corinthian church. Paul said to eat their ordinary meal at home
first and then come together to share in the Lord’s Supper as the solution.
When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we publicly declare the Lord’s death and resurrection
until He comes back to earth again. We’re a witness to all people that Christ died for our
salvation and that He rose again to give us new life that pleases God. We’re to let the whole
world know Jesus’ great message of finding peace with God through Him.
The Corinthians were celebrating the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner. Before we
come to The Lord’s Table, we too must carefully examine or judge ourselves to see if there’s
any unconfessed sin in our lives. If there is, we must confess it at once, repenting of it and
asking for forgiveness from God. Only then should we eat the bread and drink the wine or
juice of the Lord’s Supper.
Those who don’t examine themselves bring God’s judgment against them, as the Corinthians
found out. God disciplines believers so that they won’t stray back to the world and its ways.
The Lord’s Supper should never become just a ritual or tradition; it is a special time of
remembering Christ’s great love and sacrifice for the world and His pure actions that
continually pleased His Father.
Knowing God’s will is not enough. Only those who do God’s will can expect to be blessed
with the fruit of God’s Spirit living within them. Some people take offence at being told that
Jesus is the only way to God. If these people spent time looking at the Scriptures, they would
realise that Jesus said such Himself. We pray that offended people will take a Bible and read
about God’s great kindness to all people everywhere, including themselves.
The drama is from The Bible In Living Sound.
< END OF SCRIPT >
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