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The Chosen Twelve Sent Out.

Welcome to Bible Adventures. Help for today. Hope for tomorrow. Jesus is Lord of all.

In the last 30 years, many owners of small farms in America have changed their farming
style from being the main livelihood to merely a sideline. Farmers have set up their
properties to satisfy the desires of city people looking to stay on a farm over a weekend.
These hospitality farmers attract paying customers with animal nurseries, hay-bale mazes,
live country music and country homemade food.

The reason for this change from growing crops of corn was economic pressure. It had
become much easier and more profitable to be a tourist operator than a crop farmer.
Sometimes a Christian or church can resemble a hospitality farmer or even more so these
days, an entertainment farmer. For whatever reason, we can easily be diverted from the
central purpose of producing a crop for the Lord. Fruitfulness is God’s will for every
Christian and every church.

In Matthew, Chapter 10, the Lord Jesus called His chosen 12 disciples over to Him and gave
them power to cast out unclean spirits and heal all kinds of sickness. This meant so many
more people could be taught the things of God and be helped with their physical problems.

Jesus instructed His disciples not to go to anyone else but the Israelite people and preach to
them that the kingdom of heaven is near. The Gentiles were not to hear the Gospel until the
Jewish people had first refused it. This restraint was placed on the disciples for this first
mission only. They were to preach with urgency to establish faith and ignite a hope of
heaven so that people would be inspired to love heavenly things. The God-given power to do
miracles of healing was to confirm the doctrine that they taught.

The disciples were not to take with them any money or clothes, or even a beggar’s bag to
provide for their needs. “Workers should be given what they need,” Jesus told them. The
disciples had received freely from Jesus without paying, so they were to give freely and not
to expect provision from anyone else but God alone.

The Lord Jesus taught the disciples what to do when they came to an unfamiliar town or city:
when they arrived, they were to look for someone respectable who welcomed them there and
then stay at that place until they left that area. When they entered a house, they were to give
greetings and good wishes. If that household was praiseworthy, the disciples were to give
their peace and freedom from all distress experienced as the result of sin. If the household
was undeserving or rejected the disciples’ message about the Lord Jesus, they were to allow
their blessing of peace to return on themselves.

When a town didn’t welcome the disciples or listen to their message, the disciples were to
shake the dust off their feet as they left it as a sign of future judgment for those people. In
these days, all who hear the Gospel should be careful to understand that the blessings God
gives them will only serve to increase their condemnation from God if they reject Him.

The servant of Christ is an ambassador of peace to whichever place God sends him or her.
Christ’s message is for the worst of sinners – those believing they are unworthy as well as
those who think they are pretty good already. Christians are to pray fervently for all and to
conduct themselves in a genuine loving manner to everyone.
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The Jewish people had a history of being difficult for the Romans to govern. The Roman
soldiers had learnt to be alert to any riots that might start and restore law and order as quickly
as possible. So the soldiers watched the crowds who listened to Jesus to make sure that He
didn’t incite the people to rebel against their Roman rulers.

DRAMA - The Bible In Living Sound.

While Jesus’ disciples travelled from village to village preaching and healing all types of
sickness, Herod Antipas heard of what Jesus was doing and became troubled. Some people
were saying that Jesus was John the Baptist who had been raised from the dead. Of course,
Antipas would have likely had a very guilty conscience concerning John the Baptist’s death.
John had done nothing worthy of dying and Antipas had considered him a good man. But
Antipas got caught in a trap set up by his wife and to save face in front of all his officials, he
had ordered John to be beheaded in prison.

What is guilt? Guilt is the state of feeling that one has done wrong and being remorseful for
it. Even Antipas’ conscience didn’t let him be at peace over killing John the Baptist. Some
things done wrongly can be set right or compensated for, but in cases like this one, they
can’t.

Unresolved guilt can cause havoc in a person’s mind and bring distressing health problems
with it. How can we get rid of guilt? Test your feelings of guilt against the Scriptures. If it’s
clear that you have sinned against God and your relationship with Him, accept that God has
provided you with a wonderful way out. It’s to confess everything to Him and repent from
your actions. God’s forgiveness and peace will be restored in your mind. “If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.”
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After you have prayed this prayer of confession, at some point, Satan will come to you and
reactivate thoughts and feelings of the past. The pain of the experience will seem real and a
blight in your heart and mind again. It is at times like these that verses of Scripture should be
quoted to Satan to reassure victory over his condemnation towards us. When forgiven of all
our sins in Christ, our sin is in the past and forgotten by God.

When the 12 disciples returned after their mission, they reported to Jesus all that they’d
done. In Matthew, Chapter 10, the Lord Jesus warned His disciples to expect persecution and
be ready to move from place to place to avoid trouble. The disciples could expect at some
future time, they would be brought before rulers as a testimony to them and the Gentiles.
Belonging to the Kingdom of Heaven would divide families. Relatives would hand over their
own close family members if a Christian to the ruling authorities to be killed. Some will even
kill their own newly believing children themselves.

Jesus taught His disciples not to fear those who could kill the body. They cannot kill the
soul. Instead, the disciples were to fear God and God alone. It is He who is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell.

One day, every secret will be made known. Nothing can be hidden from God. Jesus taught
that those who declare publicly that they belong to Jesus, in turn, Jesus will acknowledge
them to His Father in heaven that they are forgiven and belong to Him. But those who deny
Jesus and His power of salvation will be disowned by Jesus in front of His Father.

In John, Chapter 15, Jesus warned the disciples that because people persecuted Him, they too
would also suffer persecutions by being His followers. And this has proved true through all
time since Christ walked on this earth. There have been many martyrs for Jesus in every
century since He rose from the grave with a new body to sit at God’s right hand.
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But of the statistics known, in the 20th Century, there were more people killed because they
were loyal to Jesus than in all the preceding centuries put together.

Some new converts are afraid and ask, “What can we do?” They are told that fear is not from
God. Instead, they are encouraged to read their Bible and grow in their faith. The more they
do this, the more God’s presence and His Spirit within them will take away the fear of
persecution, loss and bodily harm.

This world is cursed and under the control of Satan. When believers are growing in their
faith, they will at some point be persecuted. Persecution is part of the Christian life. When
experiencing persecution, this is the time that it is important that you stand up for Jesus.

Those who go to jail usually share the good news of Jesus’ salvation with anyone they can
befriend there. Good comes out of a bad situation. More people then hear about the Lord
Jesus, especially those locked out of society and are despised by all around them. When
we’re threatened with imprisonment, God wants us to entrust ourselves to Him.

One house church leader said: “As Christians, it doesn’t matter where we are and whether we
are persecuted or not – we all have to be focused for one reason, and that is the joy that we
are going to have in heaven.”

The testimonies of believers living under persecution help redirect our attention to the cross
of Jesus. We must not compromise our faith.

Moving from a pagan religion to Christianity makes a big difference in some peoples’ lives.
One wife told her story of the bad fights she was having with her husband. Their relatives
came in to try to reconcile their differences but this didn’t work.
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A few weeks later, another relative from abroad came to visit them. They saw that he had
changed in some way. They asked him what had happened to him and the relative told them
about Jesus and the miracles that He had done in his life.

The relative also told them that he had a dream in which Jesus told him to come to the
troubled husband and wife and bring them Christ’s good news. Then he gave them a Bible.
The wife started reading it and gave her heart to Jesus.
She became kinder and nicer. Her husband became angry as he was radical in his religion.
He demanded, “Are you a Christian?”

The wife remembered the Scripture where Jesus said that if we deny Him, then He will deny
us before the Father. She thought that her husband was going to divorce her anyway. So she
decided to tell him the truth. Surprisingly, he was actually pleased with her response and said
that he wanted to change too. He took the Bible and disappeared for a week to read it. Then
he called her and said he believed in this God too.

Over time, the couple developed a ministry of going into the streets and telling anyone who
would listen to them about Jesus. They started a house church to grow new converts into
mature Christians. Then the husband left his good job and went with another man doing
street ministry full time. They averaged a new convert a day. What a difference the Lord
Jesus can make in a marriage!

It was the Lord Jesus Himself who taught in Matthew, Chapter 5, Verse 44: “Love your
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who
spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.”

The drama is from The Bible In Living Sound.
< END OF SCRIPT >
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