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Welcome to Bible Adventures. Help for today. Hope for tomorrow. Jesus is Lord of all. 

 

 
 
In today’s Bible Adventure, the subject of besetting sins comes into focus. Besetting 

sins are those sins we try very hard to overcome but may never seem to get 

complete victory over in our lives. 

 

Because every person since Adam and Eve has been born in sin, the enemy of our 

souls, Satan, continually works within us in the form of our ‘human nature’. The bad 

habits and ungodly practices of our lives before we trusted in Jesus Christ as our Lord 

and Saviour, must be subdued by the Word of God and the work of God’s Holy Spirit. 

There is continual spiritual warfare for all those who want to live godly lives. Satan’s 

control shows up in our lives as fear, depression, guilt, condemnation, worry, anxiety 

and despair. No doubt there are many more ways that Satan works in people, 

because one person’s besetting sin is often different from another’s. In short, all 

these things are works of the flesh, which oppose the one true God in Heaven. 

 

Victory in this ongoing war won’t come from human effort either. The harder we try to 

obtain victory over sin in our own strength, the more defeat we’ll face. In fact, the 

Bible indicates that God places His curse on those who attempt to find their victory 

over sin outside of Himself. Christ redeemed and purchased us with His sinless blood, 

not only to free us from just punishment of our sin, but also from the power of sin 

that works in and through us. Jesus purchased us as one would purchase a slave in a 

slave market; and He becomes our new master when we become new believers.  
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However, servanthood or slavery to our new Master isn’t forced. Even after our soul’s 

purchase is made through faith in Jesus’ work on our behalf, He allows us to choose 

for ourselves that we will serve Him willingly. Satan, our enemy, may try to throw us 

off course by convincing us that we’re unworthy to serve the Lord. Our redemption by 

Christ not only delivers us from the punishment of sin that we deserved, but it also 

breaks the power and dominion of sin from our lives as well. Sin on the other hand, 

weakens all resistance against our dark spiritual enemies; and it turns warriors into 

weaklings when we’re not protected by God’s promises and authority. 

 

Satan wants us to keep our minds on our sins; he wants us to keep confessing our 

sins and worrying about them. If he can do that, the enemy knows we will remain 

under a heavy burden of guilt. Then he can steal from us the joy, peace and 

confidence that should be ours when we belong to Christ. We confess our sins to the 

Lord so we may claim His triumphant forgiveness over our wickedness. Thereafter, 

we mustn’t meditate on our sins, but instead, we must reflect on Christ's victory over 

the sin which so easily besets us.  

 

Can it be that Satan is overpowering many of God's people because of their hidden 

sins and/or backsliding? It wasn’t a heavy yoke God put on His people to obey and 

follow Him. In His power and grace, it’s simple and easy. We have a choice to make: 

‘Obey God and be blessed or disobey Him and suffer’. This same message is echoed 

throughout the New Testament as well. In Romans, Chapter 8, it says: “To be 

controlled by human nature results in death; to be controlled by the Spirit results in 

life and peace.”  

 

How do you overcome a sin that’s become a habit? How do you have victory over a 

besetting sin that’s become part of your life? Most Christians deeply love the Lord and 

desire to please Him. But they also have to admit, "I have this one problem that 

keeps me from being totally free." So how does true victory over sin come? It's not 

enough to be forgiven; you must be free from going back and living in your sin. 
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First of all, each one of us must learn to hunger for holiness and hate our besetting 

sin! And we must be convinced that God completely loves us in spite of our sin! 

Secondly, we must accept the loving help of our Heavenly Father in resisting and 

overcoming our deep-seated sin. This may take considerable time as God works 

through many interrelated matters and values that He wishes to cleanse and bring to 

His purity. Thirdly, pray with other godly believers for deliverance over Satan’s 

strongholds and deceptions; using the Word of God in the authority of Christ is also 

important. Some sins won’t be released unless prayer and fasting are first 

undertaken. 

 

 

Finally, sin within us is conquered and all our dark spiritual enemies must flee. Do you 

want victory over your enemies? Then follow God’s instructions on what to believe, 

how to protect yourself in His armour and what His Spirit is instructing you to do. Go 

at it the right way by dealing savagely with your besetting sin. Remove the revolting 

thing from your life and replace the time you used to spend on it with new projects 

that honour the Lord and uplift your soul. Then you’ll become mighty in God. In 

Hebrews, Chapter 12, it says: “Let us lay aside every weight and the sin which so 

easily ensnares us ..."  

 

 

It’s not hard to work out one of the besetting sins of the Israelite people while they 

were travelling through the desert on their way to the Promised Land of Canaan. 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAMA  -  The Bible In Living Sound. 
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In Numbers, Chapter 11, the Israelites were just 3 days into their journey towards 

the Promised Land, when they began to complain about their hardships out in the 

desert. They had taken their eyes off God, who went before them in a pillar of cloud 

by day and of fire by night, as well as their destination. Now you might ask: “What’s 

wrong with a little complaining now and then?” Everything! The people were 

demonstrating their lack of gratitude for God’s blessings and promises to them. They 

had a general lack of faith that God knew what was best for them, even when things 

seemed hard at the time. Underneath, they had a hostile spirit, which grew in time 

into open rebellion. This bad attitude showed disobedience to the Scriptures’ repeated 

commands to praise the Lord and give thanks to Him in all circumstances. 

 

People need to learn to be content with how God is leading and positioning them in 

life. The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Timothy, Chapter 6, that godliness with contentment 

is great gain. The person who truly trusts God will be content with what He provides 

for them. Discontent, on the other hand, is a sign of unbelief and forgetfulness of an 

eternal destination with their Father in heaven. 

 

Moses was troubled by the weight of his leadership responsibility. On one side, he 

saw an angry God and on the other side, a rebelling people. Worn out by the constant 

demands of leadership and caring for an ungrateful crowd of people, Moses told the 

Lord that the burden of looking after them was all too great for him. Moses actually 

asked God that he might die. But the Lord advised him to gather 70 elders of Israel 

and to bring them to the Tabernacle of Meeting. While here, God promised to take the 

spirit in Moses and put the same spirit into the 70 leaders, so they could help Moses 

with the work. 

 

However, God didn’t remove Moses’ responsibility. Moses already had appointed 

judges over the people to help settle disputes and now he had the extra 70 Spirit-led 

leaders to assist him.  
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All Israel had to do to maintain the generous blessings of the Lord, was to diligently 

heed the Lord's commandments, and to trust Him with all their heart and soul. God 

promised blessings beyond anything they could imagine if they loved and served Him 

with all their heart. God had promised the people in Deuteronomy, Chapter 11, that 

wherever they went in the Promised Land, the Lord would cause the people there to 

fear Him and that no one would be able to stop them. 

 

The Lord God gave the people the choice between receiving His blessing or curse; a 

blessing if they obeyed the commands of the Lord but a curse if they didn’t, and 

turned away to worship other gods beside Him. 

 

This rebellion against God and a demand for meat by the Israelites while travelling in 

the desert on their way to Canaan is retold in Psalm 78. It’s recorded there that many 

times, the Israelites provoked God and grieved Him, but God held back His anger 

because He remembered that they were only earthly human beings. This psalm was 

written to remember the past and to teach future generations not to repeat the sins 

that their ancestors had committed against their God. Let us teach the same to our 

children as well. 

 

 

 
The drama is from The Bible In Living Sound. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

< END OF SCRIPT > 


